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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respcel of certain claims under Article 17(2)00 for the following reasons: 

Q<] Claims Nos.: 2 0-31, 51 

because they relale to subject mailer not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
The inventions as set forth in these claims pertain to methods for treatment 
of the human body by therapy. 

{Article 17(2) (a) (i) of the PCT, Rule 39.1(iv) of the Regulations under the 
PCT) 

1 1 Claims Nos.: 

because they relale to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extern that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



• 1 1 Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



I - I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without elVort justifying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

3- I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 * CD No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims: it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest 1 I "Jhe additional search lees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

1 I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Claims 1 to 8, 13, 14, 19, 32 to 44, 49 and 50 

o Claims 1 to 8, 13, 14, 19, 40 to 44, 49 and 50 

Each of the inventions according to these claims relates to a drug 
and the active ingredient thereof is i-estricted exclusively by its 
function, i.e., a GC-B activator, a nonsteroidal antiinflammatory agent 
or a cyclooxygenase inhibitor. 

However, it is not self-evident based on the description even by a 
person skilled in the art substances of what chemical structures have 
these functions . Namely, it is unclear by merely specifying the functions 
what compounds are available as the active ingredient. 

According to the statement in the description of the present case, 
specific results of having these functions were confii~med exclusively 
in the cases of using CNP as a GC-B activator and indometacin as a 
nonsteroidal antiinflammatory agent or a cyclooxygenase inhibitor and 
nothing is stated in the cases of using other components. Therefore, 
it cannot be considered that the same effects as those reported in the 
description can be established in such cases. 

Such being the case, the inventions according to these claims are 
unclear from the statements in these claims and it does not appear that 
the description discloses the inventions in a manner sufficiently clear 
and complete for the inventions to be carried out by a person skilled 
in the art. Thus, the inventions according to these claims are not 
sufficiently supported by the description (PCT Articles 5 and 6) . 

o Claims 32 to 39 

Each of the inventions according to these claims relates to a drug 
screening method . 

Generally speaking, an activity level usable as a standard for specific 
judgment should be clearly indicated in an invention relating to a 
screening method. Examining the disclosure in the description of the 
present case, however, no specific indication in the screening method 
is given. Examining the statements in EXAMPLES, moreover, it cannot be 
recognized that a screening was performed in practice. 

Such being the case, it does not appear that the description discloses 
the inventions according to these claims in a manner sufficiently clear 
and complete fox' the inventions to be carried out by a person skilled 
in the art. Thus, the inventions according to these claims are not 
sufficiently supported by the description (PCT Articles 5 and 6) . 

Since the inventions according to these claims are not supported by 
the disclosure in the description, it is to be noted that, in marking 
this international search report, prior art documents were searched 
exclusively based on the cases wherein CNP and its derivatives as claimed 
in claims 9 to 12 and the specific cyclooxygenase inhibitor as claimed 
in claim 50 were employed as the active ingredient (claims 1 to 8, 13, 
14, 19, 40to44, 49and50) and within a reasonable scope from the disclosure 
in the description. 



